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ROLL OF HONOR

It is very gratifying for men and women
of to-day to find an ancestor’s name on
the pension roll of the Revolation. It
will be equally gratifying in the future
for a man’s descendants to find that he
was on the pension roll of the War of
Rebellion.
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A Critical History of Operations

Campajons

k. Army of the Potomac

o the

road by other troops, halted in the' morn-
ing. midway of the march, at Todd's Tav-
ern; and, later, events so shaped them-
selves, that Hancock was detained all day
at Todd's Tavern by Gen. Meade, to meet
an anticipated attempt of Lee to fall upon
the rear of the Union column.(8)

LEE SECURED BPOTSYLVANIA,
To return to the front of operations.
Sedgwick having joined Warren with a
part of his corps, resolved, late in the af-
ternoon, to assault the position with such
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SPOTSYLVANIA.

.The Army of the Potom:e Begins Its Series
of Movements—Lee Accidentally Fore-
stalls the Movement—Aw.u! Blood-Wrestle
About the Old Virginia Court House—An-
other Grand Movement to the Left.

The determination of Gen. Grant to move
gouthward from the Wilderness was formed
early on Saturday, the Tth, His purpose
was to plant himself between Lee's army
and Richmond, by a movement upon Spot-
Byivania Courthouse, 15 miles’southeast of
the battlefield of the Wilderness. The
march of the infantry was not to be be-
gun until after nightfall : but it was neces-
sary to make eurlier disposition of the
immense trains, and for this purpose they
were withdrawn from the battlefield in the
middle of the afternoon, and sent to Chan-
cellorsyille, there to park for the night.
This movement «f the trains apprised the
encmy of Graut's withdrawal, but not of
his ebjective: and it was by a mere acci-
dent that a Confederate corps marched to-
ward Spotsyivania that night.(1)

The direct route to Spoisylvania Court-
kouse is by the Brock road, via Todd's Tav-
ern. On this road, the Fifth Corps, un-
der Gen. Warren, was to take the advance,
and, by a rapid march, seize Spotsylvania
Courthouse. IHancock’s Corps was to fol-
low on the same line, while the corps of
Sedgwick and Burnside were to move on
an exierior route, by way of Chancellors-
vilie.(2) The route of march of Lee, in
order to foii his antagonist’s design of
planting himself between the Confederate
aimy and Richmond, was by the road from
Parker’s Store to Spotsylvania Court-
house, which runs parallel with the Brock
road, and a few miles west thereof. The
distance in each case is about equal.(3)

The vital interest of this turning move-
ment centered in the march of -Warren
to seize Spotsylvania Courthouse. DBat
though that officer threw the utmost ardor
into the execution of this purpose, it was,
by ecauses now to be mentioned, first re-
tarded and finally foiled.

The advance of Warren's Corps was be-
gun at 9 p. m., of the Tth. Reaching Todd’s
Tavern, be was Jelayed for an hour and a
hali by the cavalry escort of Gen. Meade
blocking the way. On advancing two miles |
beyond that point, at about 3 a. m., of the
8th, ke was again detained by the Cavalry
Division of Gen. Merritt, which had the |
day before, and up to a late liour of the |
night. been eugaged in fighting and driving |
the cavalry of Stuart, who had been sent |
h_‘; Lee to |

hold the Brock road, and who |

1. The accident befell in this wise.
seeing that Grant was moving off some-
where, but not knowing whether toward |
Fredericksburz or Spotsvivania, instructed |
Anderson, now commanding Longstreei's |
Corps to draw out his corps from the |
breastworks and camp it in readiness to|
move to Spotsylvania in the morning. An-
dersen not being able to find a good place
to bivonac (the woods being on fire), he-
gan the march that night, about 10 o'clock.

2. The following order of mareh will as-
sist those who desire to study the logistics
of this movement :

Headquarters Army of the Potomac,

May 7: 3 p. m.

The following movements are ordered for
to-day and to-night :

1si. The trains of the Sixth Corps au-
thorized to accompany the troops will be
moved, at 4 o'clock p. m., to Chancellors-
ville, and park on the left of the road, and
held ready to follow the Sixth Corps dur-
mz the night march.

d. The trains of the Fifth Corps au-
thorized to accompany the troops will be
moved, at 5 o'clock p. m., to Chancellors-
ville, following the trains of the Sixth
Corps, and parking with them, and held
readv to follow those trains in the move-
ment to-night.

3d. The trains of the Second Corps au-
thorized to accompany the troops will he
moved, at 6 o'clock p. m., to Chancellors-
ville, and park on the right of the road,
and held ready to move at the same hour
with the other trains, by way of Furnace's
to Todd's Tavern, Leeping clear of the
Brogk road, which will be used by the
froops.

4th. Corps-commanders will send escorts
with these trains.

bth. The Ieserve Artillery will move at
T d'clock, by way of Chancellorsville, Ald-
rich's, and Piney Branch Church, to thﬁ
Intersection of the road from Piney Branc
Church to Spotsylvania Courthouse, and
the road from Alsop’s to Block House, and
park to the rear ol the last-named road, so
as to give room for the Sixth Corps.

Gth. At half-past 8 p. m., Maj.-Gen.
Warren, commanding Fifth Corps, will
move to Spotsylvania Courthouse, by way
of Brock road and Todd's Tavern.

Tth. At 8:30 o'clock p. m., Maj.-Gen,
Bedgwick, commanding Sixth Corps, will
move, by the pike and plankroad, to Chan-
cellorsville, when he will be joined by the
authorized trains of his own corps and
those of the Fifth Corps: thence, by way
of Aldrich’s and Piney Branch Chureh, to
Spotsylvania Courthouse, and the road
freom Alsop’s to Block llouse. The trains
of Fifth Corps will then join the corps at
Spotsylvania Courthouse,

8th. Maj.-Gen. Hancock. commanding
Second Corps, will move to Todd's Tavern,
by the Drock road, following Fifth Corps
closely.

Oth. Headquarters during the movement
will be along the route of the Fifth and |
Second Corps, and at the close of the move-
ment- near the Sixth.

10th. The pickets of the Fifth and Rixth
Corps will be withdrawn at 1 g'clock a. m.
and those of the Second at 2 a. m., and will
follow the routes of their respective corps.

11th. The cavalry now under the com-
mand of: Col. Hammond will be left by
Gen. Sedgwick at the Old Wilderness Tavy-
ern, and upon being informed by Gen.
Hancock of the withdrawal of this corps
and pickets, will follow that corps.

12th. Corps-commanders will see that
' the movements are made with punctuality
and promptitude.

13th. Maj.-Gen. Sheridan, commanding
Cavalry Corps, will have a sufficient foree,
on the approaches from the right, to keep
the corps-commanders advized iam time of
the agpennnce of the enemy.

14th. It is understood that Gen. Burn-
side’s command will follow the Sixth

By command of MAJ.-GEN, MEgaDE.

8. Gen. Grant (Report, p. 7)
that “the enemy having become app of
our movement, and having the shorter line,
was enabled to reach there first.” But if

be any difference in the

routes traveled b{hthe rival a

Le¢ was rather longer.

Corps. | woods, and dr

distance of
rmies, that {and

still barred further advance.(4) Merritt,
after two or three hours of ineffectual ef-
fort, gave way tp Warren, who advanced to
clear his own path. It was by this time
broad daylight. A couple of brigades of
the advanced division, under Robinson,
were deployed in line of battle, while the
remainder of the corps followed in colmun.
Numerous barricades obstructed the wmead,
and considerable loss occurred in removing
these, several pioncers being killed and
wounded while chopping. Finally, at 8 a.
m., of the Sth, the column emerged from
the woods into a clearing, two miles north
of Spotsylvania Courthouse.(5) DBeyond

WAR-TIME VIEW OF SPOTSYLVAXNIA COURT-
HOUSE,

this are woods again, and then the ground
rises into the Spotsylvania Hidge.
GREAT STRUGGLE OF WORN TROOPS.

Forming in line, Ilobiuson’s division ad-
vanced over the plain. Thus far, only Stu-
art’s dismounted troopers had been en-
countered, and no other opposition was an-
ticipated; but when half-way across
the field, and on the point of rising the

crest, the troops were met by a savage mus-
thving to their |
I severe experienves in the Wilderness, aud

kerry fire from infantry.
the npight march, without rest, the men
were in an _excited and almost frightened
condition, and the tendency to stampede
was so great, that Gen. Warren had been
compelled to go in front of the leading
brigade. When, therefore, they received a
fire in front from the ridoubtable foe they
had  left in the Wilderness, the line wav-

Lee | ered and feli back in some confusion. Gen, | proaches to Sporevivania Courthouse.

Iiohinson was, at the sume time, severely
wounded, which left the troops without
their commaniler ar a eritical moment, and
they were with some difficulty rallied and
reformed in the woeods back of the open
plain, Griffin's Division, which advanced
on the right of Robinson, soon afterward
received the same fire, with a 1ike re<ult. ()
During this episode, Crawford’s IDivision
had come up. It suecceded in driving the
C'onfederates ont of the woods on Griffin's
left: (7)) and Wadsworth’s Division (un-
der Gen, Cutler) also arriving, drove them
out of the woods on his right. A\ line for
the whole corps was then taken up, very
close to the enemy, and the troops fell to
intrenching of their own accord.

5 CAUSES OF DELAYS,

The force encountered before Spotsyl-
vania Courthouse was the head of Long-
street’s column, which, having left the Wil-
derness battlefield almost simultaneously
with Warren's setting out, had hurried for-
ward toward the threatened point, and, be-
ing favored by the delays that had befallen
Warren, reached it in time to bar further
progress. 1t is probable that a vigorous
attack by an adequate force, any time dur-
ing that day, would have carried the posi-
tion; for the Confederate army was but in
process of arrival, and the defenses, being
such as were improvised on the spot, were
not formidable. But there were various
causes that prevented this., The task was
too much for the Fifth Corps alone; and
when, in the afternoon, Sedgwick came up
with the Sixth Corps, and took command
of the field, there was much delay in deter-
mining the dispositions for attack. More-
over, Hancock’s Corps, which followed
Warren's route from the Wilderness, and
was designed to be yithin supporting dis-
tance, was, owing to the oceupation of th

4. “At 9 p. m,, the army began to move
toward Spotsylvania Courthouse, the Fifth
Corps having the advance on the Brock
road. We were delayed about an hour and
a half by the cavalry escort of Gen. Meade
and on reaching a point two miles be,\'ond
Todd's Tavern, were retarded about three
hours by Merritt's cavalry endeavoring to
clear the way for us. They gave it up
about 6 a. m. (May 8), and got out of our
way."—Warren: Notes on the Rapidan
Campaign,

5. This elearing will be noted on the ac-
companying map as that marked “Alsop's.”

6. It will be observed on the map that
the road forks at Alsop's. Robinsdn took to
the left, and Griffin to the right ; the latter,
forming Bartlett's Brigade in line of bat-
tle in a ravine below Alsop's, advanced,
with Ayres’s and Sweitzer's Brigades on
the road. Of Bartlett™s Brigade, the 83d
Pa. and 44th N, Y. formed the first line,
and the 1st Mich. and 18th Mass. the sec-
ond. “The 83d I’a. fought hand to hand
with the Confederates, and pulled prison-
ers out of the works, and brought them to
the rear; but the enemy, seeing no sup-
ports coming up, got a flank fire on my
right, fromm the fact of Robinson’s Divi-
sion not pushing up in line. The enemy
attacking at the same time in front caused
me to abamdon my position, and fall back
of the second line, which was then formed,
with Col. Bweitzer's Brigade on the left,
and Gen. Ayres's on the right."—Bartlett :
Notes on the Rapidan Campaign.

*“It so happened that Ayres's men in the
road had good cover, the road being sunken
about three feet below the level. They
held their ground, thus affording a rallying
point for Bartlett's men; and in a short
time the line was reestablished, through the
personal exertions of Gens. Griffin, Ayres,
and Bartlett. They advanced a little way
ftiler‘tlherﬁirnd he}ldot!hesline ?ur co! occu-
pied while nort potsylvania.”—Notes
of a Stafi-Officer. ' '

7. Crawford doublesquicked into the
ove the e entirely
the Confederates !eavlnq_ their ‘dead
wounded on the field. *“The enemy encoun-
tered at_this point was Birksdale’s Mijs-
sissippi B taken sald

; and prisoners
they had tuvole;!h.nlsi m hﬁzlﬂ
W
~—Craw

there, and to!
that o
Anderson behind.”

ford : Notes on the Bagidan Campelge e

force as was availablee But much time
was lost, and it was evening before any-
thing was done. A partial attack was then
made by a New Jersey brigade,(9) but it
resulted in nothing. An advance was, lm\\;-
ever, made soon afterward by Crawfard’s
Division, with better fortune. It lmllpr.-ne'd
that a body of troops belonging to Ewell’s
Corps was marching in by the ﬂal_xk, and
coming unexpectedly upon Crawford's force,
it was driven back for a mile in confusion,
losing 100 prisoners and a flag. Had the
attack been made in stronger force, as was
first intended, the best results might have
been expected. (10)

The operations of the day left the Con-
federates in  possession of Spotsylvania
Courthouse. e, in faet, had succeeded in
planting his army across Grant's line of
march ; and having drawn up on the Spot-
lsylvania Ridge a bulwark of defense, he
was able, for 12 days, to held the Army of
the Potomac in check, and exa=t another
heavy dole of blood. i

The army was all brought into position
on a line in front of Spotsglvania- on the
following day, Monday, the 9th, and the
cavalry under Sheridan was dispatched on
a grand-raid to cut Lee's railroad communi-
cations. Sedgwick’s Corps took post on the
left of Warren, and Burnside's on the left
of Sedgwick, forming the left of the army.
Hancock came up from Todd’s Tavern, and,
moving to the right, took position on high
groumd overlooking the valley of the River
I’o, which, circling sonthward of Spotsyl-
vania Courthouse, heads northward to the
west of that place. Hancock formed the
right of the army. Aside from the move-
ments to take up position, the day was
passed in quiet. The Confederate sharp-
shooters were, however, very active, an.
early in the day their deadly aim brought
down an illustrious victim in the person of
(zen. Sedgwick, the beloved Chief of the
Sixth Corps, who was shot while standing
in the breastworks along his line, and al-
most instantly expired, The loss of thix
lion-hearted soldier caused the profoundest
grief among his comrades, and throughout
the army, which felt it could better have
afforded 1o sacrifice the best division. Gen.
Wright succeeded to the command,

HANCOUK CHOSSED THE PO,

During the afternoon a Confederate
wagon-train was observed filing along the
road leading into Spotsylvania opposite
IHancock's position. That officer was di-
rected to make a movement across the o,
partly with the hope of capturing some of
the train. Accordingly, toward evening of
the 9th, the Second Corps forced a cross-
ing of the stream, the south bank of which
wis observed by but a small force. The
passage was effected with entire success,
lin face of many difficnlties of ground; but
night came on before the movement could

be brought to a head. Next morning, the
(1oth, Hancock pushed forward the devel-
opment of his eperation. and, at the same
time, bridged the stream at the points at
whizh his force had crossed. The Confed-
erate train hiad all been safely retived wiih-
out any very wéli-defined object. The o,
tat Hancock's point of passage, runs nearly
leastward; but near BSpotsylvania Court-
thouse it turns sharply “southward, It
| therelore onice more crossed his line of
{advance:(11) and it was observed that
{the enemy was in force beliind intrench-
| ments on its eastern bank, covering the ap-
The
I's is herve crossed by a wooden bridge two

PLAN OF BATTLE AND LINES OF SPOTSYL-
" VANIA COURTHOUSE—MAY B8-21, 1864.

miles west of the courthouse. But the pas-
sage was not practicable, as all access was
commangded by the enemy. Hancock, how-
ever, succeeded in throwing Brooke's Bri-
gade across the strenm some distance above,
and was proceeding to develgp the enemy’s
strength, when suddenly the movement was
suspended by Gen. eade. While Ilun-

8. At Todd’s Tavern, the Brock road is
intersected by a road (the Catharpin road)
that connects the routes on which the rival
armies were moving ; and as hostile parties
made their appearance close to the Union
line of march, this caused Gen. Meade to
retain IHancock's Division all day at Todd's
Tavern, though one division (that of Gib-
bon) was in the afternoon sent forward
toward Spotsylvania Courthouse, To ob-
serve the Catharpin road against any hos-
tile approach, Miles’s Brigade of Hancock's
Corps, with a brigade of Gregg’s cavalry
and a battery of artillery, moved out in
the afternoon, and took up a position with-
in a mile of Corby’s Bridge. This Miles
held, meeting only an artillery fire, till he
was recalled, late in the afternoon. While
retiring, he was assailed by Mahoue's Divi-
sion of Hill's Corps; but Miles, with much
skill, repulsed the attack. It would prob-
ably -have sufficed to retain only a small
masking force, such as that of Miles. In
this ¢case Hancock would have been able to
push on to the critical front, His reten-
tion at Todd’s Tavern was very unfortu-
pate, and must be accounted rather timid
fem-rulshlp-. for the army, having been cut
oose from the Wilderness, should bave
been pushed to Spotsylvania with the ut-
most vigor. The situation was such as to
present quite as much danger to the head
of the column aa to its rear; and had War-
ran gained Spotsylvania &urthoun, hils
E‘o:it on, with notllint“!;ithin supporting

tance, would have -»_vh& al, '

0. This mbﬂm'm elll’s Divi-

fter crossing the Peg,

the Block road,

on a covered bridge
yania,

i
cock’s movement was in prégress that morn-
ing, it had been detcrtl:;ined to make an
attack oun the enemy on Warren's front and
that of the Sixth Co ‘and Gen. Han-
cock was ordered to wilt-];?l'mw two divisions
from the south side of the Po, to assist
the proposed assault. e

In ohedience to this order, the divisions
of Gibbon &nd Birmey were retired, the
rear of the latter being assailed in the act.
There then remained only the division of
Rarlow, and as the enemy;at this moment
showed a disposition to attack, Flancock
was instructed to withdraw;ithis alseo.

WAR IN FLAMING FOREST.

The order was given just as Barlow's
skirmishers were being driven in, at 2 p.
m. The operation immediately beeame one
of great delicacy; for after, by skillful
dispositions, tWo brigades of the division
liad been withdrawn fr the front, the
enemy, encouraged by what he deemed a
furced retreat, made a Vv vigerous as-
sault on the two remainigl brigades, under
Cols. Brooke and Brow He, however,
met so deadly and determdmed a fire from
these fine brigades that he was repulsed
with heavy loss. During the heat of the
coutest the woods in the rear of the troops,
and between them and the -river, took fire;
and in the midst of these appalling perils,
with a fierce foe in it€ frent, and a burn-
ing forest in its rear, the force, after check-
ing the advance of the enemy by scveral
*tubborn stands, was retired across the
I'e. This was not acconiplished without
heavy loss, and many of the wounded per-
ishied in the flamex, (12) The remarkable
coolness and steadiness of. the men alone
saved them from a great dieaster. One
gun, the first ever lost by the Second Corps,
hed to be abandoned in comsequence of be-
ing sunk in a marsh. Miles’s Brigade
crossed Jast, taking up the pontoon-bridge
and destroxved the other.

This affair, though illustrating the steady
vilor of the troops, was. an upfortunate
one in every respect. It was undertaken
without any very well-defined military ob-
ject, and abandoned under eircumstances
unfavorable to the spirit of the troops and
highly encouraging to the enemy.(13)

{ | TERRIFIC UNION Ass.wl.'rq:"'i-mn FRUIT-

LESSLY, *

The point against which the attack (to
assist in which the Second Lorps had been
retired across the Po) was designed to be
made, was< a hill and hekl by the enemy
in front of Warren’s line.(14) This was,
perhaps, the most formidable point along
the enemy's whole front. Tts densely wood-
o erest was crowned by earthworks, while
the approach, which was swept by artillery
and musketry fire, was rendered morve diffi-
cult and hazardous by a heavy growth of
low cedars, mostly dead, the long bayonet-
like branches of which, i#terlnced and
pointing in all directions, presented an al-
most impassable barrier to the advance of
a line of battle.(15)

The attack of this position had already

been essayed during the day by troops both
of the Necond and Fifth Corps, and with
| most unpromi=ing results. (18) When Han-
‘eouk’s Divisions joined the Fifth, an as-
sault was made by the troaps of both corps
at 5 o'clock; but it met g very bloody re-
pulse.  The men struggled bravely against
an impossible task, aud even entered the
enemy’s breagtworks at onesr two points;
bt they soon wavered and £l back in con-
fusion and great slanghter, - Notwithstand-
ing the disastrous wpshot of this assanlt,
the experience of which had tanght the
troops that the work assig™ad (hem was
really hopeless. (17) a secowud charge was
ordered an hour after the failure of the
first. T'he repulse of this €45 even more
complete than that of the former effort:
awd the loss in the tweo atracks was bherween
2,000 amd 6.060, while it is doubtful wheth-
er the enemy. lost as wany hundreds,
Among the killed was Brig-Gen. Rice of
the i”ifth Corps, distinguished for his iu-
trepid bearing on many fields.

On the left of Warren an
part of the Sixth Corps met with more
success.,  Upton’s Brigade, in a vigorous
charge, carried the enemy’s first line of in-
trenchments, capturing 906 prisoners and
several guns. But as this operation was
vnsupported, the advantage conld not be
maintained, and after nightfall Upton
withdrew, leaving the captured guns be-
hind.(18) :

CONTINUOUS HMAMMERING.

assault by

Spotsylvania, Gen, Grant had carried out
with mnch fidelity, but very indifferent suc-
cess, his own-principle of hammering con-
tinnously, DBetter results, however, at
length rewarded his persevering efforts un-
der sounder comhinations. ;

Thus far the attacks had been mainly
directed agninst Lee's left. It was now
resolved to make a sudden sally against his
right center, where it was thought a fav-
orable point of attack presented jtself. Han-
cock’s Corps was selected for this opera-
tion, which was to be supported by the

rest of the army. The 11th was passed in
grepurati_on for this, and, after dark, the
econd Corps was moved over from the

right to near the point declded on for the

assault. The night was dark and stormy,
and Hancock’s troops quietly and prompt-
ly took position within 1 yards of the

position they were to storm—a position of
which little or nothing was known.(19)

2. Hancock: Report of Spetsylvania.

3. This action was regarded by the Con-
federates as so considerable a victory that
Gen, Heth(commanding a division of Hill’s
Corps), who directed it, issued thereon a

|congratulatory order, which. was indorsed

by Gen. Lee. Upon this peint (Gep. Han-
cock remarks: “Had not | Barlow’s fine
division, then in full strength, received im-
perative orders to withdenw, Heth's Divi-
sion would have had no ¢ause for congrat-
ulation"—Report of the ‘Second Epoch of
the Rapidan Campaign.

14, This point, known as Laurel Hill,
will be noted on the accompanying map.
15. Hancock: Report of Operations.

16. Of the Second Corps, the brigades of
Webb and Carroll of Gibbon’s Division,
had at 11 a. m., engaged In an attack of
this position, in which theg suffered severe
oss. At 8 p. m., the divigions of Craw-
ford and Cutler. of Wirren’s Corps had
also essayed a prelimingry assault in or-
der to gain room to form.the lines of battle
far enough forward for the main attack
u{umiutt.’(l for 5 o'clock, whan Hancock's
Divisions should join im. But they also
failed in this object and werg repulsed with
heavy sacrifice, '

17. This conclusion the mem had really
formed, and this was precisely one of those
cases in which the troops, thus viewing the
task given them to do, showed a nervous
wavering and a behavior very unlike that
which was common with them. “Ward's
Brigade,” says Gen. Ilaheopk, “retired in
disorder, until rallied by’m * own staff and
that of Gen. Birney.” “Eimey's._.meu."
writes a staff-officer, “in fact became scared
and ran back a quarter of a mile behind
some old breastworks.” -+ It i only those
who know little of the mmfives which in-
fluence troops that would mistake such con-
duct for pusillanimity, +

18. Gen. Meade attributis the failure of
this operation to the fagpt that Upton was
not supported, as bad blen das?xned- be

sh:rlulél be, byh%‘ol“f.: Div i: cg the™ Sec-
ond Corps on his left.—Repdrt o th’ﬂa-
idan Campaign. p p

19. The point to w Hancock's Corps

moved during the } 11
where it l’or%ndefon . ' - %lmllig
aoud on_the. accomy lulp as the
.Bmm';-- ; ;io nt=to the
1 was thick-
ly w tion of a ‘clear-

In these operations before the lines of b

1st.

widow, if he leaves one,

2d.
some unworthy pensioners.

honorable.
3d.

4th.

in circulation,

THE LAW OF JUNE 27, 1800,"AND THE NEW
“AGE"’ ORDER.

The laws of June 27, 1890, and May 9,
1900, provide for a pension, according to
degree of disability, from $6 to $12 per
month for any soldier of the War of the
Itebellion who served 90 days and was hon-
orably discharged.

The new “AGE” Order simply says that
any claimant who has arrived at the age
of 62, or 63, or 68, or 70, is presumed with-
out further proof (and, inferentially, with-
out examination) to be suffering disability
sufficient to warrant $6 a month pension
at age of 62; §8 a month at age of 65; $10
a month at age of 68 and $12 a month ar
age of 70.

To Those Who Have Never Ap-
plied for Pension.

The estimate ,is that there are 162,000
soldiers of the War of the ‘Rebellion who
have never applied for pension, and that
the majority of them are over 62 years of
age. We urge upen these comrades that
it is their duty to-apply. If many are so
well-to-do that they do not need it, they
can apply the money to h'elp §hose who
do need it. A pensioner contributes to the
prosperity of his neighborhood. Every dol-
lar he draws and puts into circulation
serves the whole community before it final-
Iy goes back to the Treasury. The pension
list is really a Roll of Honor. Under this
“AGE” Order an application can be made
that, in most cases, does not involve ex-
amination, which probably removes a fea-
ture that was objectionable to many.

getting her pension.

able, as nobody can get it away from her.
It is an honor to be on the pension roll.

Four Good Reasons
For Claiming Pension.

T is creditable to the manliness and unselfishness of the soldiers of the War of the
Rebellion that 162,000 of them (estimated) have never applied for pension.
But every one of these soldiers who is 62 years of age is now making a mistake

in declining a pension, for the following reasons:
It is the duty of every man who has passed the prime of life to husband all his
resources, if not for himself, for those who are dependent upon him.
is more easily lost than a pension,

Every kind of property

The soldier who gets a pension for himself facilitates his
A pension for her is particularly valu-

This is true, notwithstanding there are

There were some unworthy men awarded lands and knighthood

Write to R. W. Shoppell, or The National
Tribune, Washington, D. C., and a proper
blank will be mailed you without cost.
TO GENERAL LAW PENSIONERS DRAWING
LESS THAN §12,
If under the law of June 27, 1890, as
construed by the New “AGE"” Order, which
is given elsewhere, a peunsioner will receive
an increase, he should write to R. W.
Shoppell, or The National Tribune, Wash-
ington, D. C., and a proper blank will be
mailed him without cost.
TO PENSIONERS UNDER THE ACT OF JUNE

27, 1890, WHO ARE RECEIVING LESS THAN
£12 PER MONTH.

Read very carefully the new “AGE” Or-
der given in another column. If it allows
you inore pension than you are now re-
ceiving, write to R. W. Shoppell, or The
National Tribuue, Washington, D. C.,
and a proper blank will be mailed you
without cost. —

TO REJECTED CLAIMAXNTS.

Any one over 62 years of age whose
clnim, under any law, was rejected should
write to R. W, Shoppell, or The National
Tribune, Washington, D. C., and a proper
blank will be mailed you without cost.

TO TIHOSE WISHING TO ALLEGE MORE DIS-
ABILITY THAN 1S PRESUMED BY TIIE
“AGE” ORDER.
The “AGE” Order presumes and allows

that a claimant is half disabled for manual

labor at the age of 62; two-thirds disabled
at the age of 63; five-sixths disabled at the
age of 68, and wholly disabled at the age

for war service in the old days, but this did not make nobility any the less desirable and

It is very easy now to do the business. The National Tribune Agency will send,

- upon request, a simple blank form, with full, plain iastructions.
necessary. Some future administration of the Pension Office may be dilatory ; the present
administration promptly and courteously recognizes the claims of soldiers.

The Government does not need the money you are presenting it every year,

and does not thank you for it. Your own neighborhood may need it. It is a well known

fact that the most prosperous communities are those where there is plenty of pension money

All About the New ‘‘Age’’ Order.

No examination probably

of 70. If the claimant can not show that
he has greater disability at these respective
ages than is recited above, it is of no use
for him to describe his ailments. It is a
disadvantage, in fact, because it will incar
the expense and delay of medical examina-
tion. If a claimant is in fair health for
his age, it is useless to apply for more than
is allowed by the “age” order.

Any one, however, who is sure that he
is more disabled than is allowed for by the
“AGE” Order should write to R. W.
Shoppell, or The National Tribune, Wasb-
ington, D. C., and a proper blank will be
mailed him without cost,

Widows.

Upon the death of your soldier husband,
apply for pension.promptiy. It is one of
the provisions he leaves for your maintens
In most cases the pension will com=
mence from date of application. Some-
thing is lost by delay. Write to R. W,

Shoppell, or The National Tribone, Wash-

ance.

ington, D. C., and a proper blank will be
mailed you without cost.
OTHER CLASSES OF CLAIMS,

We are prepared to prosecute all kinds
of claims other than those already referred
to. Write us briefly about themn.

ADDRESS,

Do not write long letters, and address
answers and all correspondence to R. W.
Shoppell, or THE NATIONAL TRIB-
UNE, 339 Penn. Ave., Washington, D. C.

The direction of advance was determined
y the compass. IHancock disposed his
troops as follows: Barlow’s Division in
two lines of masses—Brooke’s and Miles’s
Brigades in the first line, Brown's and
Smythe’s ‘Brigades in the second line, each
regiment forming double column on the
center; Birney l;ormed in two d_e_plpged
lines on Barlow’s right; Mott’s Division
supported Birney, and Gibbon’s Division
was held in reserve.

CAPTURED JOHNSBON AND HIS DIVISION.

At 4:30 o'clock of Thursday morning,
May 12, as soon as the faint dawn strug-
gling through a fog ga.ve sufficient light to
see the direction of advance, ancock
moved forward. Barlow’s Division, formed
on cleared ground extending up to the ene-
my’s lines, advanced at quick time for sev-
eral hundred yards—his heavy column
without firing a shot marching over the
Confederate pickets. When half-way to-
ward the hostile line, the men broke forth
into a ringing cheer, and spontaneously
taking the doubl i
sistless wave into enemy's works, tear-
ing way with their hands what abatis there
was in front of the intrenchments, and
spite of a despemte but brief defense car-
ried the line at all points. Birney's Divi-
sion. on Barlow’s right, moving through
the woods. went over the works almost
simultaneously with Barlow's men. Inside
the intrenchments there ensued a savage.
hand-to-hand combat with the bayonet and
clubbed muskets ; but it was of short dura-
tion, and resulted in the capture of near
4,000 prisoners, comprising almost the
whole of Johnson's Division of Ewell's
Corps (including Gen. Johnson), 20 pieces
of artillery, and 30 colors. The remainder
of the force fled to the rear in great con-
fusion. (20)

HANCOCK CHECKED AT SECOND LINE.

It happened that M storming column
struck the line of works at the point where
it formed a salient; so that, having burst
open this angle, IHHancock had driven in a
wedge between the right and center of the
enemy, and was in position to rift asunder
the formidable structure in which the Con-
federate army lay ensconced. But though
the tactical dispositions to carry the works
were admirable, little provision had been
made looking to that critical moment that
comes after an assault, when the victory
must either be assured by a decisive blow
or risk a lapse of all the gain.  Flughed
with their success, the troops that had made
the assault could not be restrained after
the capture of the intrenchments, but
pushed the flying enemy through the forest
toward Spotsylvania Courthouse. Now at
the distance of half a mile they came up
against a fresh line of breastworks; but
it was without order or ensemble, and the
momentum of the assault had been so brok-
en that on arriving in front of the new line
the troops halted.(21) Here the Confed-

uick, rolled like a re-|8

crates quickly rallied on their reserves, an_il
assuming the offensive, threw back their
pursuers on the captured line: but Han-
cock’s men, forming on the right and left
of the angle of works, resisted the attempt
to dislodge them from the position wan.
Yet its tenure demanded all the force that
could be brought up, for the Confederates,
reinforced by heavy masses, began an im-
petuous assault to retake the lost line: so
that it was opportune that at this moment
the Sixth Corps reached the ground and
relieved the Second Corps from the salient
to the right.(22) Hancock then formed
on the left of the angle.

LEE MADE FIVE FUTILE ASSBAULTS.

The weight of the pressure brought to
bear by Lee for the recapture of the lost
line led to the inference that the concentra-
tion against the Becond and the Sixth
Corps must be=at the ex?ense of a-redoc-
tion of force in front of the rest of the
army—that is, against Burnside on the left,
and against Warren on the right—and at
o'clock these officers were ordered to
make a general atack, both to take advan-
| tage of the supposed diminution of the
force in their front, and to relieve Han-
cock and Wright. 'i'he assault was made
a8 directed, but eg)roduced no impression,
though it resulted in very heavy loss of
life. Seeing, at length, that nothing could
be hoped from this, two of Warren’s Divi-
sions (those of Cutler and Griffin) were
detached and sent to aid the Second ag.l
Sixth Gor]l:. where the angle of works con-
tinued to the prize hotly contended for.
Lee seemed to be determined to retake, at
any cost, the line wrested from him, and
throughout the day made not less than five
heavy assaults, each of which was in suc-
cession repulsed by the troops of the dif-
ferent corps now concentrated at the point
assailed.

PROBABLY FIERCEST STRUGGLE OF THE WAR.

Of all the struggles of the war this was
perhaps the fiercest and most deadly. Fre-
quently, throughout the confiiet, so eclose
was the contest that the rival standards
were planted on opposite sides of the
breastworks. The enemy's most savage sal-
lies were directed to retake the famous sa-
lient which was now become an angle of
death, and presented a spectacle ghastly
and terrible. On the Confederate side of
the works lay many corpses of those who
had beeg bayoneted by Hancock's men
when theéy first leaped the intrenchments.
To thése were constantly added the bravest
of those who, in the assaults to recapture
the position, fell at the margin of the
works, till the ground was literally coverad
with piles of dead, and the woobds in front
ol‘?) 3t)he salient were one hideous Golgotha.

to follow up the success, and because the,
fire and enthusinsm of the troops were not
sustained; for when this feeling is kept up
great results can be plucked even without

At midnight, after 20 hours of combat,
Lee drew back his bleeding lines, and re-
formed them on his interior position. The
loss on the Union side this day was above
8,000,(24) and on the Confederate side it
must also have been great. But Hancock's
success had an excellent moral effect on the
army, and was worth all it cost.

GRANT ALWAYS FOUND LFF~ON HIS FRONT.
Thus the lines of Spotsylvania remained
still intact, and Gen. Grant, who might
easily have turned the position and manu-
vered his antagonist out of it, seemed bent
on carrying it by direct attack. Accord-
ingly, during the succeeding week, various
movements of corps were made from flank
to flank, in the endeaver to find

forest within its range, and there is at
Washington the trunk of a tree 18 inches
in diameter, which was actually cut in two
by the bullets.

24. The precise loss in this battle is un-
known ; but from the 12th to the 21st May
it was by official returns 10,381. cas-

;\Eflc%ohowever. in all likelihood not above
:25._ No mere general ntal:emn;t can give
any ‘idea of the enormous amount of labor,
suffering, and privation that befell the

troops in these continual shifti of the
corps from point to point of the long line.
I shall in this note indicate some details

of the action from day to day.

May 13.—The battle of the 12th having
ended in Lee's retirement to an inner and
shorter line, it was resolved to attempt to
turn his right flank. With this view, the
Fifth Corps, during the night of the 13th,
was ordered to march from its position on
the extreme right, tuke post on the extreme
left, to the left of Burnside's Corps, and
assault in conjunction with that corps at
4 a. m. on the 14th. The march was be-
gun at 10 p. m. The wet weather had,
however, badly broken up the roads: and
the night being one of Kgyptian darkness,
the move was made with immense difficulty.
The route of march was past the Landrum
House (see map) to the Ny River, which
had to be waded. Across the Ny the route
followed no road. but traversed the fields
and a piece of woods where a track had
been cut. Here, midway of the journey, a
dense fog arose and covered the ground, so
that not even the numerous fires that had
been built to guide the column could be
see. The men, exhausted with wading
through the mud knee-deep and in the dark-
ness, fell asleep all along the way. In addi-
tion to this, the locality where the troops
were to take position was guite rnknown:

and at broad daylight, when . "vid of
the column got to the left | i a's
Corps near the Fredericks! “oike
(see :3.p), the only troops on . with

which to execute the meditated uasault
were 1 fagged-out men of Griflin's
Division. It was 7 o'clock before G u.

compass, from Brown’s house to a large|orderly tactical dispositi ns. Cutler got 1,300 of his men together,

white house known to be inside the ene-|* 22. The Sixth Cotps came up at 6 a, m.: | May 14—Skirmishing ¢ » .ced at 0

my's lines (“MeCool’s house”—see map). |its arrival was timely, and the service it |% ™ OF to the southes.- e Beverly

Such was waricco |1 Virginia! \ rformed during the day was of the first | L1OUSe Was a high hill- cue Jer iiouse (sce
Ly vt of the Second m ce. = ), which completely commanded War-

E; of 1864, 53 1 o8 aware that the 1 above | T’ Position. It appeaced, howevef, t
a f this second line [used may resemble exaggeration; but I |0 occupied only by a few of the

is so ‘stermine. It is|s of that which I personally saw. In u‘ﬂmounmﬂ force of Rtegulars :

Cv i rai ' * had been laid Midm hraseslogy commonly employed | Li€ut- was geat to take it. The'

ouL B« gt g co ~ inson’s artillery |by those who undertake o describe mili- | (T00pers retired, and Otis commenced

had kb e * ¢ line the day [tary operations, and especially by those|!TePch around the house: and while Joing;

before : v, ‘iensive of at-|who never witiessed & battleReld. “pug|20: Upton's Brigade of the Sixth .

tack, th- -¢" daylight ordered |of dead” - much more frequently than |that corps having followed the route

it o - st ot back. but | they exist in the reality. The phrase ig|pifth—Telicved him. ~Before Upton ‘was

Hane 5 ‘made. But_ what|by thoussnds ‘why Wiiied Yoo y |B0'e infantry m“dm""" bim,

-.om..mdnhimmmmw to kill the whole (Continued on second page.)

3 a spot
where the lines could be broken.(25) These

ualties subsequent to the action of the 12th .
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